use of Bonham's 'Ships.' It was fortunate for the
garrison that few or no mortars could be brought
against them, for the searching effect of vertical
fire on such a position would have been disastrous.
The enemy were still pitching logs of wood over the
defences, some said from funnels in the ground,
others from a 15-inch mortar which had been aban-
doned in the Machhi Bhawan.
In the early afternoon of the 6th September,
Captain Fulton led out a party of sepoys from Lanes'
post to destroy a house which the enemy were loop-
holing for musketry. The sortie was made over the
wall and down a ladder on the outside of the works.
The house was occupied, two barrels of powder
were placed in position, the train was laid, and the
men were ordered back to the entrenchment. Fulton
retreated as usual after firing the train, but found
when he reached the ladder that some of the sepoys
had been hanging back to gather wood, though the
explosion was due at any moment. If the men were
killed it would be entirely by their own fault, but
he waited to chase them up the ladder and was only
half way up himself when the charge exploded.
Fulton and one of the sepoys were buried up to the
waist in the wreckage of a wall not ten feet distant,
and Fulton's arm was so badly hurt that at first the
surgeon who examined it feared that it was broken.
On the 7th September, the seventieth day of the
siege, there was great activity among* the enemy,
large numbers of whom were seen crossing and
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